WHERE TO BEGIN


`We have covered the basic scriptures for sharing with someone why there is a need for them to seek the Lord Jesus Christ for a meaningful, personal relationship, to begin to experience the newness of life that God offers through Jesus.


We saw that when we tell someone that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3:23, everyone may not accept that judgment when applied specifically to their person.


Again, most people view themselves as “good people,” and will find it hard to accept that judgment against themselves.  But, remember, this not YOU saying this, it is God Who is saying it.


But it is our responsibility to present the facts and then to allow the Blessed Holy Spirit to do the converting.


But, again, in order to be able to share the facts with someone, one MUST know the facts.  That is why it is necessary to be prepared to present the facts.  It takes dedication. It takes study. It takes memorizing some specific scriptures to back up what you are presenting.


Better yet, it takes understanding what the problem is that mankind faces and preparation to be able to clearly and competently share the bad and the good news.


My question is, “How well can you make the case for a person’s need for Jesus?”


Going on, we find that Romans 3:10, is the starting place.  It defines man’s character, man’s dilemma, and man’s relationship to God all in one sentence.


Note that all other things mentioned in that passage are (3:10-18), a result of that one declaration.


Because man is naturally unrighteous, he will not seek God.  He does not yet understand what his/her relationship to God is all about.  He has turned aside from God and does nothing good, and so on.


Am I saying this about people?  No! God is saying it!  Remember, God cannot lie!


As bas and as negative as this is, or at least as bad and negative as it may sound, it is the truth, and until this registers with whomever you are dealing, there will probably be no acceptance or conversion forthcoming.


CAUTION:  Here we have to be careful. This cannot be shared with anything but compassion.  It is NOT to be used to badger someone into acceptance.  This cannot be shared with a chip on your shoulder.


Again, it is to be shared with concern, compassion and love.  The idea is to enlighten someone to the truth rather than bully, or shame someone.  YOU know how important understanding this principle is, but the contact might not yet know this.


That is why “friendly persuasion” is better than force. Remember, you can catch more files with honey than you can with vinegar.


Going on, we look at Romans 3:23.  This verse is crucial and critical in the witnessing process to help the contact understand man’s dilemma.  The Apostle Paul states, “ALL have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  


This is the sister verse to Romans 3:10, and again stresses the shortcomings of man’s relationship to God.  There can be NO QUESTION about the word “ALL”.  It simply means everyone!  Period!


Romans 5:12 provides a further support for this.  There the Apostle Paul says, “Therefore, as sin came into the world through one man (Adam), and death through sin, because all men sinned…”


Again, these are not pleasant thoughts, but they are TRUTH!  In witnessing, it is vital that this is clearly understood by the contact.


So then, WHERE TO BEGIN?  There are a multitude of places where evangelism can take place.  Let me share with you some of those possibilities.


It can begin with Spouses of members, friends who attend youth activities with our youth, visitors who attend our services, neighbors, fellow employees, newcomers to the area, visitors who come to your home, jails, prisons, rest homes, those getting married, even our own children.


You see, the need is EVERYWHERE!  There is no place that evangelism

is not a possibility. Sometimes it is needed in the most unsuspecting places.  THAT is why WE need to be prepared and ready, willing and able to share the Good News whenever the opportunity presents itself.


But to digress a little…we need to be sure that when we undertake this thing of evangelizing a person of need, that we do it NOT to make ourselves look good, or to impress  someone with our Biblical knowledge, but because we are truly concerned for the person’s soul.


THAT is the key to honoring God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Unfortunately, today we have only a few persons who are truly concerned about another’s soul.


That is not being ugly or unfair. It is merely stating the truth about people.  Ask yourself, “When is the last time I really thought about someone who might be lost and going to hell and I was truly concerned to get to that person to share with them their need for the Lord in their lives?”

 
Most of us, if we are honest with ourselves, would have to admit, not too often.  So we need to check ourselves first in this endeavor.


I see two very important things for us when it come to undertaking evangelism,  The FIRST is that we should seek God’s Presence, direction,  wisdom and support as we step out into this work.


No one, no matter how well versed one may be, should ignore this power and resource of Divine support.


We need to pray specifically for God’s help and direction to be thoroughly prepared to share. We need to pray for the ability to have the right attitude and motive for this work.


We need to seek God’s Presence to aid us in saying the right things in the right way.  We need to pray for His wisdom to encompass us as we share the Good News.


We need to pray for the person with whom we shall share the Word, that they may have a ready heart to receive the Good News for their lives.

          SECONDLY, we must be genuinely sincere when we are talking about 

his/her soul.  A person’s soul is the most important thing in the world, and if a person thinks we think this is so, they will more than likely see how important it is to themselves.

         You know, if we really love the souls of people, we cannot bear the thought that they might be lost for eternity.  The fact is, people don’t care how much we know until they know how much we care.


 People will be more willing to listen to what we have to share if they really believe that we care.  But we must remember that in all of this, it is God’s glory and honor we seek.  It is NOT self aggrandizement!


A note of caution: In talking with another we should remember that his/her convictions are as sacred to him/her as ours are to ourselves.  What he/she believes may seem foolish to us, and may be easy of us to see the error of their ways.


But, at the same time, what they believe may seem right for them and therefore hard for them to give up or change their beliefs.  THAT is where clarity of facts and friendly persuasion comes into play.


Friendly persuasion is the ideal.  NEVER, NEVER argue, and always maintain a calm composure when talking to people about their salvation.  If you argue, a soul may be lost.


Many people want the truth, and will welcome it if it is presented correctly.  The evangelizer should avoid at all, cost a belligerent, haughty, excited, argumentative, angry attitude.  If not, a wall of opposition will spring up.


Also, the evangelizer should not make the listener angry.  Most people don’t get angry because of the truth, but because of the way or attitude in which it is presented.  One needs to be very careful here.


The goal here is to enable one to see that he or she might truly be lost and that what you have to share will be of unmatchable good for their lives.

